Feds: Bennett

is cleared In

billing

probe

[ix-state Senate leader not
target’ of federal mvesLxgau()n

By JAMES W.
ROBERTS
STAFF WRITER

Former state Sen. John
0. Bennett III, once the
state's top Republican who

lost re-election amid ques- ;Q

tions about his dealings in
Mariboro, is “not a target”
of a federal grand jury
probe into legal bills he
submitted to the municl-
pality, according to a let-
ter from a federal prose-
cutor.

The March 14 letter
from the U.S. Attorney for
New Jersey comes four
years after Bennett asked
the county presecutor to
investigate his dealings
with a township devel-

oper, who was later in-

Cicted on o myriad of fod
eral charges.

The letter, signed by As-
sistant U.8. Attorney
James B. Nobile, told Ben-

John O. Bonnett It

nett'’s attormey that “in
connection with a grand
jury investigation regard-
ing Marlboro Township
professional billing mat-
ters, please be advised
that John Bennett, III is
not a target of this grand
jury investigation."
Nobile defined a target

as someone the grand jury
has substantial criminal

evidence against.
“My family and I are

See Bennett, Page A10

STATEMENT FROM JOHN 0. BENNETT Ili

“My family and I are pleased that this chapter of our life
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can finally be closed. I am hopeful with the conclusion of

on the service 1
ture. | am

all investigations the public will now be able to Jook back
od during my time in the Legisia-

of the work | did with so many others on

tmproving the environment. The legacy of Clean Water and
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of proud.




